
 
 

 
Citizen-Government Cooperation in 

South Sudan 
 

 
On July 9, 2011 the world’s 193rd nation, the Republic of South Sudan (RSS), was born. The RSS has expressed 
its commitment to building a democratic polity by investing in social services for the population and promoting 
stability and security.1 However, there is a large gap between these aspirations and South Sudan’s realities. The 
RSS’s success as a nation will depend on how quickly the government and citizens can reconcile that gap through 
effective communication on these issues.   
 
To that end and building on its eight years of experience in South Sudan, the National Democratic Institute (NDI 
or the Institute) works with local civil society organizations, citizens, and the government to increase citizen 
participation and facilitate opportunities for engagement which allow citizens to conduct research and advocate 
for new or changes to existing government policies.  NDI seeks to mobilize an informed public as a solid 
foundation for a democratic future through the following United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID)-funded activities focusing on civic education; Let’s Talk radio programming; focus group research; 
community organizing; and civil society organizational development. 
 
Strengthening Mechanisms for Effective Citizen-Government Cooperation 
 
In order for South Sudanese civil society organizations (CSOs) to effectively contribute to development in South 
Sudan and be effective facilitators for engagement between citizens and government, there must be a legal and 
regulatory framework in place to support civic participation.  To assess the operating environment affecting civil 
society and civic participation, NDI will partner with the International Center for Not-for-Profit Law (ICNL) and 
South Sudanese CSOs to identify barriers and problems currently facing CSOs.  In addition, NDI and ICNL will 
work with CSOs to develop responsive policy proposals to address any issues identified.  The legal and regulatory 
framework is understood to include:  laws, policies and regulations directly governing the existence, registration, 
governance, supervision and dissolution of CSOs; fiscal laws, policies and regulations impacting the financial 
sustainability of CSOs;  laws, policies, and regulations affecting the ability of citizens to contribute to the 
development of policy making;  laws, policies and regulations affecting the freedom of assembly; and any other 
law, policy or regulation that may impact civil society’s ability to operate freely.  
 

In order to ensure that this effort is effective for the South Sudanese context, ICNL will partner with a South 
Sudanese organization with experience working with CSOs and government policy-makers on legal issues.  The 
local organization will organize and conduct information gathering meetings with relevant stakeholders; provide 
input into the assessment of the operating environment for CSOs in South Sudan; and assist ICNL and NDI with 
the planning and implementation of public workshops and training sessions in order to enhance the capacity of a 
local CSOs to understand and support law reform enabling citizen participation in the world’s newest democracy.   
 
The International Center for Not-for-Profit Law (ICNL) is an international not-for-profit organization that 
supports the development of a sound legal environment for civil society and the freedom of association.  Since 
1992, ICNL has served as a resource to government officials, civil society leaders, and the donor community in 
over 100 countries.   
 
For more information, contact Annisa Wanat at awanat@ndi.org. 
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1 South Sudan Development Plan 2011-2013, Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning, op. cit. 



 
Examples of Let’s Talk 
Episode Topics 
• Budgeting 
• Criminal Detention 
• Employment Policy 
• Land Acquisition 
• Water Utilities 
• Women’s 

Employment 
• Women’s Inheritance 

Rights 
• Freedom of 

Association 
• Freedom of the Press 
• Land Allocation 
• Social Insurance  
 

“I enjoy listening to Let’s Talk because 
they are very educational….  I learned 
that land… is regulated by the 
government and as such people have to 
follow the right procedures to acquire 
land.”  

Quote from a listener in Bor, Jongelei.   

Promoting Civic Education  
Through Radio 

 
 

 
On July 9, 2011 the world’s 193rd nation, the Republic of South 
Sudan (RSS), was born. The RSS has expressed its commitment to 
building a democratic polity by investing in social services for the 
population and promoting stability and security.1 However, there is 
a large gap between these aspirations and South Sudan’s realities. 
The RSS’s success as a nation will depend on how quickly the 
government and citizens can reconcile that gap through effective 
communication on these issues.   
 
To that end and building on its eight years of experience in South Sudan, the National Democratic Institute 
(NDI or the Institute) works with local civil society organizations, citizens, and the government to increase 
citizen participation and facilitate opportunities for engagement which allow citizens to conduct research and 
advocate for new or changes to existing government policies.  NDI seeks to mobilize an informed public as a 
solid foundation for a democratic future through the following United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID)-funded activities focusing on civic education; Let’s Talk radio programming; focus 
group research; community organizing; and civil society organizational development. 
 

Let’s Talk Civic Education Radio Program 
 
In order for South Sudanese citizens to effectively contribute to development in 
South Sudan and engage their government on issues that are important for them 
they must be aware of: 
 
• Their rights and responsibilities as citizens in a democracy; 
• The legal framework (constitution, laws, pending bills, etc.) that codify their 
rights and responsibilities; and 
• The structure and responsibilities of the government, who enforces those rights.   
 
To assist in this process, NDI has partnered with Free Voice, a media production 
house, to produce and air a civic educational radio program aimed at using 
important public policy issues to educate citizens on their rights and 
responsibilities.  Through drama, pre-recorded features, and a moderated debate, 
citizens learn from civil society activists and members of the government how 
policy issues are, or are not, being addressed by the Republic of South Sudan.  By 
utilizing radio as a medium for civic education, NDI takes advantage of the 
importance of radio as a means for communicating information in South Sudan.2   
 
Since Let’s Talk first aired in 2007, more than 100 episodes of the program have 
been produced in languages including English, Simple and Classical Arabic, 
Dinka, and Nuer.  In addition, Let’s Talk has been broadcast in all ten states on 
more than fifteen different radio stations.  Since 2012, episodes are only produced 

in English and Simple Arabic, and NDI and Free Voice work train radio stations on complimenting episodes 
with local language programming (Dinka, Nuer, Zande, etc.) through call-in shows or by inviting local 
government and civic leaders on the air to inform citizens on how the issues are being addressed by local and 
state governments.   
 
For more information, contact Annisa Wanat at awanat@ndi.org.  

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1 South Sudan Development Plan 2011-2013, Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning, op. cit. 
2 South Sudan Media Survey prepared by EDC in 2008 reflects that 98 percent of South Sudanese listen to the radio and 
68 percent feel it is the most reliable source of information.    


